CLAIMS 



1. An information system coupled to an internetwork for use by at least one user, the 
information system comprising: 

a client component resident on a computer of the user; 

a server coupled to the computer and the internetwork, the server collecting 
electronic information corresponding to a user's predetermined customized profile for delivery to 
the client component from the internet sites and the server; and 

a database storage unit coupled to the server, the electronic information collected 
by the server used to populate at least one archive stored in the database storage unit, the archive 
associated with the user's profile. 

2. An information system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the server sends checksums 
identifying the collected electronic information to the client component, the client component 
verifies that the electronic information has not previously been sent to the client component, the 
client component generates and transmits a message to the server indicating the electronic 
information that has been previously sent to the client component, the server deleting electronic 
information that has been previously sent to the client component from the archive, the server 
compressing electronic information remaining in the archive into a streaming format and sending 
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the electronic information to the client component, the electronic information decompressed by 
the client component and provided to the user via the computer. 

3. An information system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the electronic information 
includes text articles and images. 

4. An information system as claimed in claim 3 wherein the text articles and images 
contain medical information. 

5. A method comprising the steps of: 

a) collecting electronic information with a server, the electronic information 
corresponding to a user's predetermined customized profile for delivery to the client component 
from the internet sites and the server; 

b) populating an archive in a database with the collected electronic information, 
the archive associated with the user's predetermined customized profile; 

c) sending checksums identifying the electronic information from the server to the 
client component; 

d) receiving the checksums at the client program; 
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e) verifying at the client component lhat the electronic information has not 
previously been sent to the client component, based on the checksums; 

e) generating and transmitting a message from the client component to the server 
indicating the electronic information previously sent to the client component; 

f) receiving the message from the client component at the server; 

g) deleting electronic information that has been previously sent to the client 
component from the archive, based on the received message; 

h) compressing the electronic information remaining in the archive into a 
streaming format; 

i) sending the electronic information to the client component; 

j) decompressing the electronic information at the client component; and 
k) providing the electronic information to the user via the computer. 



6. A method comprising the steps of: 

a) defining a user profile based on characteristics of the user; 

b) collecting electronic information corresponding to the user's customized profile 
for delivery to a client component of a computer from internet sites; 

c) storing the collected electronic information in an archive of a database; 
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d) sending data identifying the collected electronic information from the server to 
a client component; 

e) receiving the data identifying the collected electronic information at the client 

component; 

f) determining with the client component whether the electronic information was 
previously transmitted to the client component based on the data identifying the electronic 
information and electronic information previously stored by the client component; 

g) generating and transmitting a message from the client component to the server 
indicating the electronic information previously sent to the client component; 

h) receiving the message from the client component at the server; 

i) deleting electronic information that has been previously sent to the client 
component from the archive, based on the received message; 

j) compressing the electronic information remaining in the archive into a 
streaming format; 

k) sending the electronic information to the client component; 

1) decompressing the electronic information at the client component; and 

m) providing the electronic information to the user via the computer. 
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